
As summer approaches and 

school winds down, the Cadets 

of the Ohio State Army ROTC 

battalion prepare for many 

summer training opportunities. 

These summer training events 

give Cadets of all levels the 

chance to grow as leaders and 

experience the Army firsthand 

while extending the tradition of 

Buckeyes Lead the Way! 

 The major summer training 

event for the MSIII Cadets, is 

spending 33 days at Fort 

Lewis, Washington conducting 

the Leadership Development 

Assessment Course (LDAC).  

This event is the culmination of 

three years of training on cam-

pus and gives our juniors the 

chance to show why OSU is 

the best  ROTC program in the 

country. At LDAC, our Cadets 

will have the opportunity to 

practice their land navigation 

skills, work with cadets from all 

over the country, and most 

importantly demonstrate their 

leadership skills.  

 Another training event that 

some of our MSIIIs will experi-

ence is called Cadet Troop 

Leading Training. CTLT is an 

opportunity to spend two 

weeks with an active duty pla-

toon serving as the platoon 

leader. This gives Cadets the 

opportunity to actually see and 

experience the daily challenges 

of a platoon leader.  There are 

CTLT slots throughout many 

different types of Army units, 

which allows the MSIIIôs to 

experience what a certain 

Army branch is like. Some of 

these slots are Airborne slots 

that provide another opportu-

nity to jump out of a perfectly 

good airplane. 

 Airborne school is another 

training opportunity that is open 

to all Cadets. It takes place at 

Ft. Benning, Georgia. The 

course lasts three weeks and 

culminates with five jumps from 

1250 feet. The first week is 

where Cadets learn the proper 

methods of how to properly exit 

an aircraft and how to properly 

land. The second week is 

tower week, which Cadets get 

to practice exiting from a 34 

foot tower and 250 foot tower. 

The final week is jump week, 

where Cadets must complete 

five successful jumps to earn 

their Airborne wings. 

 Some Cadets will also have 

the chance to attend Air As-

sault School at Ft. Campbell, 

Kentucky.  This school is 

eleven days long. Since the 

Buckeye Battalion operates on 

quarters instead of semesters 

we typically get a few extra 

slots for summer training 

school like Airborne.  Cadets 

wanting to compete for a slot 

should maintain their physical 

fitness and work hard.  Another 

training opportunity that has 

been presented to our Cadets 

for this summer is the chance 

to attend Robin Sage training.  

This summer, the Buckeyes 

will send two Cadets to this 

school where they will gain 

amazing experiences from 

playing opposing force 

(OPFOR) for active duty Spe-

cial Forces members. No mat-

ter what training events our 

Cadets attend, they will gain 

the skills necessary to maintain 

the primacy of the United 

States Army.   

-C/LTC Kyle Steiner 
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From the Editor  

     The Ohio State University 
Army ROTC program is an ex-
perience that those involved in-
never forget. All of the cadets 
here work tirelessly daily in pre-
paring themselves to become a 
Second Lieutenant and a leader 
for life. 

     Inside the Guidon are Cadet 
written articles highlighting vari-
ous events from the newest 
ROTC members to those ready 
to graduate and join the ranks of 
our Army. Some of the interest-
ing articles in this edition include 
stories from the Tri-Service 
Passs in Review and the Spring 
Joint Field Training Exercise. We 
hope you find the articles of inter-
est and thank you for your contin-
ued support  of  the Buckey Bat-
talion. 

 Buckeyes Lead the Way!  

-C/CPT David Blanton 
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 With the completion of 
Autumn and Winter quar-
ters the Cadets of the 
Buckeye Battalion are now 
in the ñrunò phase of train-
ing.  Throughout this quar-
ter, much of the responsi-
bility of running the battal-
ion is in the hands of the 
MSIII and MSIV classes.  
The experience that the 
Cadets gained throughout 
the Spring quarter will ab-
solutely prove to be critical, 
as our MSIVs will soon be 
platoon leaders in charge 
of at least 35 Soldiers.  
Some of the training that is 
highlighted in this issues 
includes the annual spring 
Combined Field Training 
Exercise (CFTX), the Joint 
Service Pass-In-Review, 
and the spring quarter 
awards ceremony.  The 
week-to-week training dur-
ing spring quarter was 
heavily focused on squad 
level situational tactical 
exercises (STX).  While 

running a STX lane, the 
MSIII cadets were placed 
in charge of a squad (about 
12 cadets) and given a 
mission to execute.  These 
missions ranged from re-
connaissance, to assault-
ing an enemy position, to 
keeping peace among hos-
tile insurgents.  Our MSI 
and MSII cadets also par-
ticipated in the STX as 
valuable squad members 
and team leaders. The 
MSIV class provided the 
opposing force (OPFOR) 
and also tactical evaluators 
and lane walkers.  Another 
major responsibility for our 
MSIVs is planning all of the 
missions and training that 
is executed by the MSI-III 
Cadets.  With the conclu-
sion of spring quarter 
comes many exciting op-
portunities.  Many of the 
MSI and MSII cadets will 
be off to summer training 

including Robin Sage, Air-
borne, and Air Assault.  All 
of the MSIII cadets are now 
extremely well prepared to 
accomplish all that will be 
demanded of them while at 
LDACôs Warrior Forge.  
And of course the MSIV 
are equally prepared to join 
their first active duty or re-
serve unit as competent 
leaders.  All of these next 
steps allow our Buckeyes 
to continue the tradition of 
Ohio Stateôs excellence.  
BUCKEYES LEAD THE 
WAY!   

 

- C/LTC Kyle Steiner 

Comments from the Cadet Battalion Commander 

C/LTC Kyle Steiner 
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Ranger Force  

Spring quarter brought with it a full schedule for 
Ranger Force (RF), the Buckeye Battalionôs premier tacti-
cal club.  Ranger Force is an organization that is open to 
any Cadet in the Battalion who excels both mentally and 
physically and wants to continue to improve them-
selves.  They must be willing to work hard and stay dedi-
cated in order to succeed.  We focus on developing junior 
leaders by learning a variety of skills, tactics, and the his-
tory of the Rangers.   Training this quarter has included 
an in-depth studying of battle drills and operations orders, 
room clearing exercises and a paintball lab.   

The MS IIIs are prepared for LDAC and ready to 
match the high standard of performance established by 
the previous class.  Seven seniors will be graduating this 
June.  Their professionalism and dedication set the ex-
ample for others to follow.  Those from the candidate 
class who have proved their merit are almost ready to 
join the ranks.  As the academic year draws to a close, 

RF has already set its sights on the Ranger Challenge 
competition in the fall and plans to send a team to com-
pete and win.  RLTW!! 
-CDT Beil 

 

 


